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ABSTRACT

The Rgvedasarnhita is the earliest scripture of the Vedic literature, which is contained with ten Mandalas, i.e. Books. According to the Rgvedic
contents, the mandalas from 2nd to 7th are homogeneous in character and generally based on an ascending order in the number of hymns, which
is known as the Vamsamandalas or Kulamandalas or Family Books. The third mandala of the Rgvedasamhita is called the Vai§vamitramandala,
as because rsi Visvamitra is the predominant seer and the other seers are belonging to his family. This research paper is a general study on the
uniformity and significance of this Vaisvamitramandala, one of the important Family Books of the Rgvedasarnhita
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Introduction

The traditional wisdom of Indian society is clearly reflected
in the Vedic literature, the imperative contribution by Aryan
civilization of ancient India. Among the various literary
works of the Vedic era, the Rgvedasamhita is the first and
foremost compilation. The mantras or rks have many
scientific and theosophical knowledge of the Universe,
which are revealed by the seers or the rsis, who have
realized the intuitive knowledge. The Rgvedic rsis have a
great importance to get the appropriate knowledge about the
Rgvedic hymns or Rkmantras. The rsis or seers of the
Rkmantras have the capacity to visualize an object with
scientific thoughts and views. Again, without the knowledge
of the rsis we cannot get the intention or meaning of a
particular mantra. To get proper knowledge about the
significance and importance of the ancient Rgvedic rsis and
their thoughtful concepts, we have to study on the
Kulamandalas, the earliest and core part of the entire
Rgvedasarmhita. Many scholars both eastern and western
have already evaluated the various aspects of the Vedic rsis.
But still, some queries are come to the mind about the
principle and common thoughts of the six Kulamandalas and
their rsis, have to investigate and find out.

Basically, the Rgvedasarihita or Rgveda is the collections of
the Rkmantras, i.e. eulogical verses used to praise the god
revealed by the ancient rsis (rcyate stayate yaya sa rk/
tadrsinamycam samitha eva rgvedai//).! The Rgveda
represents the ancient Indian history of the Vedic socio-
cultural activities and then life-style. Traditionally, the
Rgvedasarmhita holds the first position amongst the four
Vedas, viz. the Rgveda, the Yajurveda, the Samaveda and
the Atharvaveda. It carries the records and documents about
the history of human race; so that the Rgvedasarihita has
been credited as the oldest literary monument of the Indo-
European languages. In his work ‘Origin and Development
of Religion’, the western scholar F. Max Miiller stats that-
‘One thing is certain, namely that there is nothing more
primitive than the hymns of the Rgveda, whether in India or
the whole Aryan World. Being Aryan in language and
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thought the Rgveda is the most ancient of our books’.? There
are 1028 hymns (including the eleven Khilasiiktas) in the
Rgvedasamhita. The contents of the Rgvedasarhita divided
into two ways, viz. Asraka and Mapdala. One into
Astaka—Adhyaya—Varga and the other into
Mandala—Anuvaka—Sikta. According to the Asraka
division, the Rgvedasarihita consists of eight Astakas, sixty
four Adhyayas and two thousand six Vargas. Again,
according to the Mandala division, it consists of ten
mandalas, eighty five Anuvakas and one thousand seventeen
Suktas. Of these two divisions, the former is considered as
mechanical and the later, Mandala division is regarded as
most popular applied in the Vedic sacrificial performances.
Each mandala contains so many mantras, which are devoted
to a particular sizkta (nymn) in praise of the ritual deities like
Agni, Indra, Varuna, Usas, etc. Because of this division into
mandalas, etc., this Rgveda is known as the Dasatayi and
also known as the Bahavyc as for many rcas occur therein.
The authorship of the various hymns is attributed to the
great seers or rsis like Madhucchanda, Grtsamada,
Vi$vamitra, Vamadeva, Atri, Bharadvaja, Vasistha, etc.
After an examination of the mandalas and the hymns of the
Rovedasarithita, it is found that, of these ten mandalas, 2" to
7" mandalas are of one family of seers and have
homogeneous character; so this portion is called
Vams$amandalas or Kulamandalas, i.e. Family Books. The
rsis of these six mandalas are viz., Grtsamada, Vi§vamitra,
Vamadeva, Atri, Bharadvaja and Vasistha respectively and
their descendants. The eighth mandala contains the hymns,
which have been composed by two different families, i.e.
Kanva and Angirasas. The ninth mandala consists of hymns
in praise of one god, i.e. Soma-Pavamana. The hymns of
first and tenth Mandalas having equal number of hymns 191
contain miscellaneous contents composed by seers
belonging to different families.

It is remarkable that, the subject-matter of the
Rgvedasarhita may chiefly be divided into three classes,
viz. Religious hymns, Philosophical hymns and Secular
hymns. The major portion of the Rgvedasarhita is covered
with the Religious hymns, in where many hymns are
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dedicated to the deities, viz. Indra, Agni, Soma, etc.,
prominently. On the other hand, As$vins, Maruts, Surya,
Varuna, Rbhu, etc., are also praised by the Rgvedic rsis for
their prosperity. Again, the mysterious creation theory of the
Universe is depicted in the Philosophical hymns. Under
these hymns the Purusasiikta (Rgvedasamhita, X.90), the
Hiranyagarbhasitkta  (Rgvedasamhita,  X.121),  the
Nasadiyasiikta (Rgvedasamhita, X.129), etc., are famous. In
case of the Secular hymns, the divinities are not specially
addressed as the god. The Dialogue hymns, the Danastuti,
the marriage hymn of Soma and Surya (Rgvedasamhita,
X.85), the Frog-songs (Rgvedasamhita, V11.103), the
funeral-songs, the riddles, etc., are these types of hymns of
the Rgvedasarihita.

Objectives

The aims and objectives of this research paper is to
understand the significance and peculiarity of the
Vaisvamitramandala, as one of the important portions
among the Family Books of the Rgvedasarihita. Along with,
it is focused to know about the predominant seer of this third
book chapter of the Rgvedasarihita.

Methodology

The methodology used in this present paper is descriptive,
comparative and analytical. The data are collected mainly
from primary and secondary sources.

The Third Family Book Vaisvamitramandala

The Family Books are great compilations of the
Rgvedasamhita, which have some importance in the Vedic
literature and tradition. As par the mazdala division, the ten
mandalas of the Dasatayr, i.e. the Rgvedasamhita have some
special arrangement in respect to the hymns or the
mandalas. The word Vamsamandala indicates the basic idea
and significance of the Family Books of the Rgvedasamhita.
In Sanskrit, Kula or Varsa means the family or the same
clan. So, as the seers of the each mandala from 2" to 7t of
the Rgvedasarhita are belonged to same family; this group
is classified into one entitled, i.e. the Family Books or
Vamsamandalas, which have some uniform characteristics.
Again, these six books, i.e. mandalas from 2" to 7™ are
considered as the nucleus or central part of the
Rovedasarihitd, while the mandalas 1%, 8, 9" and 10" have
some different principles. It is notable that, each of the
Family Books has the relation with a rsi or common family
members of the mantradras¢a rsis.

The rsis or seers of these Family Books have maintained
some special homogeneity in the compilation of their stktas.
Again, some significant hymns both religious and secular
are noticed in the Kulamandalas. Thus, the earliest and
distinguished portions of the Rgvedasarihita, the six Family
Books have carried the Vedic thoughts and knowledge
revealed by the great ancient rsis of the Vedic age in India.
Through the deep meditation and the visual-eye-view, the
rsis of the Rgvedasamhita have revealed the mantras and
stktas. That is why, these rsis are called the seers of a
mantra (mantradrasza), not the composer. Again the word
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rsi is derived from the root Vdrs, meaning to see or to
observe.®

There are so many significances of the Family Books have
been observed. As because of their homogeneous character,
these mandalas are connected with each other having lots of
similarities. An interesting point is that, these Kulamandalas
(Rgvedasamhita, 11-VIl) have followed a uniformity
regarding the arrangement of their stiktas. Again, there are a
few mantras of these Family Books have provided the
concept of the Universal value and eternal peace of the
entire world. In the Family Books, various types of hymns
are noticed, which indicate about the intellectual and
supreme thoughts of the ancient Rgvedic seers. The six
Kulamandalas (I1-VIl) of the Rgvedasamhita are well
known as, viz. Gartsamada Mandala, Vaisvamitra
Mandala, Vamadevya Mandala, Atreya Mandala,
Bharadvaja Mandala and Vasistha Mandala respectively.
These Family Books are named in respect of the prominent
rsi of that particular mandala and the other rsis are belonged
to the families of them. Thus, the rsis of these Family
Books, i.e. second to seventh mandalas of the
Rgvedasamhita are Grtsamada, Visvamitra, Vamadeva, Atri,
Bharadvaja and Vasistha respectively and their descendants.
Although each mandala of the Family Books of the
Rgvedasamhita is belongs to a common rsi family, but there
is a definite sequence of the hymns in each mandala itself.
Thus, as a rule, the first group of hymns in each mandala is
addressed to god Agni; the second to Indra and the rest to
miscellaneous deities. Indeed, the Apri hymns are also
noticed in the Agnisiiktas of these Kulamandalas. In the
Family Books, i.e. from 2" to 7" mandalas of the
Rgvedasasithitd, there are four Aprisiiktas, viz. 11.3, 1114,
V.5and VII.2.

Besides the gods Agni and Indra, a few other common
deities are also eulogized in the Family Books, e.g.
Visvadevas, Asvins, and Savitr, etc. Along with the other
hymns some remarkable mantras and siiktas are observed in
these six mandalas, viz. Gayatrimantra (111.62.10),
Sajaniyasikta (11.2), Dialogue hymns (111.33), Frog song or
Mandiikasitkta (VI1.103), Mahamyptyufijayamantra
(V11.59.12), Danastuti (V1.27.8, V11.18.22-25), etc. Though
some special gods are eulogized by the seers of each
mandala of the Family Books, but, in the beginning of the
every Family Book, the hymns of gods Agni and Indra must
be represented. The Visvamitra-Nadi-Samvada is another
important Dialogue type of secular hymn. The
Gayatrimantra is revealed by rsi Vi§vamitra.

It is also remarkable that, the arrangement of these
Kulamandalas is based on an ascending order in the number
of hymns. The numbers of hymns of these Family Books are
seen to be increased, but it is not applicable in the case of
the fourth and the sixth mandalas of the Rgvedasamhita. The
Vaisvamitramandala has the smallest and the seventh has
the greatest number of the Rgvedic hymns or stktas. The
Family Books of the Rgvedasamhita have some interesting
and unique arrangement order, which give us the
information about the ancient hymns and rsis of the Vedic
literature. To get the proper meaning of the rkmantras it is
important to observe the uniform arrangements and salient
features of the Rgvedic text.

And thus, these special and similar mandalas of the
Rgvedasarmhita have been included under one class of the
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Rgvedic mandalas. The group of mandalas has covered a
wide range of the entire Rgvedasamhita, which means,
among the ten mandalas, the six mandalas are of same
classification. It is also interestingly noticeable that, the six
Family Books are observed according to a systematic order
in the Rgvedasamhita. That is why; this group of hymns has
carried the significance of the oldest literary monument, the
Rgvedasarhita.

Among the ten mandalas, the mantras of the third mandala
of the Rgvedasamhita are traditionally attributed to the
mantradraszarsi  Visvamitra. There are total sixty two
hymns in this third book, one of the six Kulamandalas (I1-
VII) of the Rgvedasamhnita. The all hymns of this Family
Book are related to rsi Visvamitra. So that, third mandala,
one of the oldest core mandalas of the Rgvedasamihita is
called the Vaisvamitramandala. In this context, the great
commentator Sayanacarya * states that Visvamitra is the seer
of the third mandala of the Rgvedasarihita. 1t means that the
third book of the Rgvedasamhita is ascribed to psi
Visvamitra who is known to be the son of Gathi. In the
Brhaddevata also, Visvamitra is referred as the son of
Gathi.®

The word ‘Vai$vamitra’ denotes the all other rsis belong to
his family and among them rsi Visvamitra is the prominent
one. The great seer Visvamitra has been frequently honored
from the Vedic age to later Classical literature of India. He
has contributed a lot to the Indian cultural heritage, which
have played a significant role in later Vedic period. There
are many later legends and myths are found related to rsi
Visvamitra. Regarding the famous legend of Sunahsepah
described in the Aitareyabrahmana,® rsi Visvamitra plays
an important role.

It is to be noted that i Visvamitra adopted Sunahgepa, who
was given by the gods and later he is known as Devaratra. In
the epic tradition of the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, so
many references about rsi Visvamitra have been taken place.
The Aitareyabrahmana’ and the Nirukta® describe
Visvamitra as a friend of the entire world. From the
derivative meaning of the term visvamitra, the significant
character of rsi Visvamitra is also observed in the Rgvedic
hymns.

Out of the sixty two hymns of this third Family Book of the
Rgvedasarhita, rsi Visvamitra has himself revealed more
than forty hymns. And the rest hymns of this mandala have
been seen by the Vai§vamitra rsis, viz. Rsabho Vai$vamitra,
utkila Katya, Kato Vaisvamitra, Gathi Kausika, Devasrava-
Devaratasca-Bharatau, = Kusika  Aisirathi,  Prajapati
Vaiévamitra, Ghora Angirasa, etc. At the very first of this
Vaisvamitramandala, the god Agni is praised in the twenty
nine hymns, while god Indra in twenty three siiktas. Here,
the rsis have revealed the hymns mostly of god Agni and
Indra; only a few hymns are recited to praise the other gods,
viz Vi$vadeva, As$vinau, Mitra, Rbhu, Usa, etc. Again,
almost all the Vedic metres or chandas, e.g. Tristup, Jagati,
Anustup, Brhati, Usnik, Gayatri, Virat, etc. are used by the
seers of this Vaisvamitrakulamandala of the Rgvedasambita.
According to the Rgvedic arrangement, this third mandala
contains both religious and secular hymns of the
Rgvedasamhita. This  Vaisvamitramandala plays a
prominent and significant role among the six Kulamandalas.
A few hymns and mantras of this great book indicate the
socio-cultural tradition of the Vedic age which influence can
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be observed in the Indian society. An Aprisiikta (I11.4) and a
Dialogue hymn (111.33) have been found in this third
mandala of the Rgvedasamhita. The Vaisvamitramandala
starts with the Agnisiikta,® which is revealed by Gathino
Visvamitra. It contains eighteen mantras having Tristup
metre.

In this mantra, rsi prays to Agni for the prosperity and
strength of sacrificial performances. The Aprisiiktas™® of this
third Family Book have eleven mantras and Triszup chandas.
This Aprisiikta refers to the sacrificial performances of the
Vai$vamitra family. This is the second Aprisikta of the
Rgvedasamhita and here, the god Agni is praised in the form
of god Tanunapat.

Rsi Vi§vamitra and the Vai$vamitra rsis have also revealed
many Indrastiktas after the Agni hymns. Regarding the
Indrasiiktas, a dialogue hymn, i.e. Sarhvadasiikta,™ the one
kind of secular hymn of the Rgvedasamhita is attached. In
simple word, the secular hymns are related to the worldly
things; they are not religious in character. Without referring
any determine deity, the rsis express the subject-matter
related to the worldly things as god. The Dialogue hymns,
the Didactic hymns, the Funeral songs, the Philosophical
hymns, the Marriage hymns, the Danastuti, the Riddles, etc.
are included into the secular hymns of the Rgvedasamhita.
Among these, the dialogue hymn named as Visvamitra-nadi-
samvadasitkta (111.33) occupies a prominent place in the
Vaisvamitramandala of the Family Books.*? In this hymn it
is noticed that, the two rivers Vipat and SutudrT have given
the answer in reply to rsi Visvamitra’s prayer. There are
thirteen mantras having Triszup and Anuszup metres. Again,
respectively rsi Vi§vamitra and the two rivers are considered
as the mantradrastarsi and gods of this dialogue hymn.
Here, through this mantra and the whole sikta, rsi has
prayed the two rivers Vipat and SutudrT and request to over
cross them. The god Indra is addressed in the sixth and
seventh mantras of this hymn. There are some poetical
beauty has been observed in this hymn. Again, it is
interestingly noted that 7si Vi$vamitra mentioned himself as
the son of Kusika in a mantra of this hymn. It means that,
rsi Kusika was the ancestor of rsi Visvamitra.'® In this
mantra, the words kusikasya sanuh signifies the meaning
that 7si Visvamitra is the son of Kus$ika. In the hymn II1.53
of this mandala, rsi Visvamitra describes that he was the
priest of king Sudasa, who had performed the horse-
sacrifice. And rsi Visvamitra has given detail information
about his patron Sudasa in this hymn. Again, the four
mantras of the fifty third hymn of this third Family Book are
considered as the Vasisthodvesinah.

The most notable contribution of the third mandala or the
Vaisvamitramandala of the Family Books is the
Gayatrimantra or Savitrimantra revealed by rsi Visvamitra
himself. The tenth mantras of the hymn sixty second, the
last hymn of third mandala, i.e. 111.62.10, are famous as the
great Gayatrimantra. The deity of this mantra is Savita and
metre is Gayatri. The god Savitr is the other form of god
Sirya, which is the source of all energy. And so, this
revealed mantra is named according to the deity and the
metre. As the god Savitr is eulogized here, so it is called the
Savitrimantra. This mantra contains of twenty four syllables
having tripada, i.e. three parts. In the Veda, this
Brahmagayatrimantra is traditionally considered as to be
the holiest mantra of the Rgvedasamhita. Before

3864



PSYCHOLOGY AND EDUCATION (2020) 57(9): 3862-3867

ISSN: 00333077

pronouncing this mantra, the seven extra words called
Vyahrtis, viz. bhiih, bhiivah, svah, mahah, janah, tapak,
satyam are to be recited with the due pronunciation of Om
preceding it** In the beginning of the Upanayana
ceremony, this holy mantra should be taught from the guru
to get the dvijatva, according to Vedic tradition. The great
Gayatrimantra™ has very significant role in the Indian
culture heritage.

List Of The Rsis Of The Vai$vamitra Mandala

Name of Rsis Siuktas Total
suiktas

Vi$vamitro Gathinah I1.1-12, 24-30, | 46

32-35, 36 (1-9,

11), 37, 39-53,

57-61, 62 (1-15)
Rsabho Vaisvamitra 1. 13-14 2
Utkilah Katya 111.15-16 2
Kato VaiSvamitra 111.17-18 2
Gathi Kaus$ika 111.19-22 4
Desrava Devavatasca | 111.23 1
Bharatau
Kusika Aisrathi 11.31 1
Ghora Angirasa 111.36.10 1rks

Prajapatir  Vai$vamitro | 111.38,54,55,56 4
or
Vacyo/Prajapatirvacyo

Vai$vamitra or | 111.62.16-18 3rks
Jamadagni
Total
suktas =
62

All together ten rsis have revealed the mantras of the third
Kulamandala called the Vaisvamitramandala of the
Rgvedasarhita. The prominent rsi Visvamitra has revealed
the 46 hymns. Then, Vai$vamitra rsis have seen the rest
hymns of this magndala. It is notable that, only one and four
mantras are revealed by rsi Ghora Angirasa and rsi
Jamadagnih Vaisvamitra respectively. Thus, total 62 hymns
of the third mandala of the Rgvedasamhita are found.

Salient Features Of The Third Mandala Of The
Family Book

a. In the Family Books, it is seen that the mantradrastarsis
are belonged to homogeneous family. The third mandala of
the Kulamandalas is revealed by rsi Visvamitra and the rsis
belong to his family. There are total ten rsis of this mandala
have seen the different hymns. Among them, Vi$vamitra
Gath1, Rsabha, Utkila, Kata, Devarata, Gathi Kausika and
Prajapati are directly belonged to the Vaisvamitra family;
and Kusika Aisirthi is the predecessor of rsi Vi§vamitra.
Thus, the rsis of this third mandala are allied to one family
and the entire Family Book is called the
Vaisvamitramandala.

b. It is observed that, the seers of the Family Books have
used to compile the different hymns of gods following an
interesting serial order. In the first twenty nine hymns of the
Vaisvamitramandala, the rsis have prayed to god Agni
(Rgvedasamhita, 111.1-29). Among them, the fouth hymn is
the Apri hymn (Rgvedasarihitd, 111.4) of this Family Book,
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which is seen by Visvamitra, the prominent rsi of the third
Kulamandala. Again, the hymns to Agni Vai$vanara,
Yupastuti, Indragni, Visvedeva, etc. are also noticed here.
Rsi Visvamitra has revealed total eighteen hymns of the
Agnistktas of this  Vaisvamitramandala of the
Ragvedasarihita.

The Indra stiktas of third mandala of the Rgvedasamihita
have recited by rsi Visvamitra and the rsis belong to his
family (Rgvedasamhita, 111.30-53). There are twenty four
hymns seen in this Family Book to praise the god Indra.
Among the Indra siiktas the famous Samvadasikta, i.e.
Dialouge hymn of the Rgvedasamhita, entitled as the
Visvamitra-Nadi-samvadasikta (Rgvedasamhita, 111.3) is
seen by rpsi Visvamitra in the third Family Book of the
Ragvedasarhita.

Besides the gods Agni and Indra the rsis of the Family
Books have also pleaded to a few common gods. Among
them, gods Visvedevas (Rgvedasamhita, 111.20, 54-57),
Savita (Rgvedasamhita, 111.62, 10-12) and Asvinau
(Rgvedasamhita, 111.58), etc., are noticeable, as these gods
are praised by the rsis of the Kulamandalas in the each six
mandala after the gods Agni and Indra stiktas.

c. As per the arrangement of the Family Books it may be
noted that, the every following mandalas have the lower
numbers of hymns than the preceding mandalas of the
Rgvedasamhita. However, in a few cases, this normal
arrangement of the hymns in the Kulamandalas is seemed to
be exceptional. In general order, the hymns of the Family
Books have been presumed to be formed this special and
noteworthy arrangement. But, the Vaisvamitramandala
have a large number of hymns than the fourth mandala of
rsi Vamadeva.

Mandalas No. of Siiktas No. of RKs
2" mandala 43 429
3 mandala 62 617
4" mandala 58 589

In this context, the ancient Rgvedic commentator Madhava
said that, “although the third mandala by Visvamitra is
longer than the fourth mandala by Vamadeva; it is placed
before the later, as it contains the famous Gayatrimantra.
But, Vi$vamitra does not supersede Grtsamada, the seer of
the second mandala, in so far as the later, Vi§vamitra, was
originally a Ksatriya, and through the grace of Indra became
a Brahmana, endowed with ‘poetic vision’.”*® The 62 hymns
of the third mandala of the Rgvedasamihita are seen by the
rsis of Vaisvamitra family.

Therefore, from the above discussion on the arrangements of
the Kulamandalas we have understood that though the
numbers of hymns of the third and fourth mandalas are not
following the rule of the ascension, but according to the
Vedic tradition this uniform significance of the Family
Books has been accepted. In simple word, the rsis of the
Family Books have revealed the Vedic hymns of the
Rgvedasarmhita and followed the ascending arrangement
order of the hymns.

Conclusion

The Rgvedasarmhita is prominent Vedic scripture which
hymns are seemed to be the historical document of the
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Indian thought and philosophy. The Rgvedic text has two
arrangements, viz. Asraka and Mapdala in the Vedic
literature. According to the mangdala division, among ten,
the six mandalas are recognized as the Family Books
(Rgvedasamhita, 11-V11). These particular six Family-Books
have some special characteristics in their arrangement and
common salient feature. The rsis of these six mandalas are
homogeneous in character; it means that, the rsis of each
mandala are belonged to the same family and the hymns
have also some uniformity. So, these six mandalas are called
together the Family Books of the Rgvedasamihita. Indeed,
the family background of the mantradrastarsis of the
Rgvedic hymns is also noticed in the six Family Books, the
core portion of the Rgvedasamhita. The rsis of the Vedic
period are the seers of the truth-knowledge and they
discovered many scientific and authentic ideas; because of
which the Vedic-philosophy significantly attracts all the
intellectual mankind. As the earliest Vedic tradition, the six
Family Books of the Rgvedasamhita are the source of entire
Vedic literature and culture.

It is remarkable that, these six Family Books of the
Rgvedasamhita have so many important points to be
recognized as the significant and salient feature of them.
The third mandala is recognized as one of the important
Family Book of the Rgvedasamhita. Rsis Vai§vamitras have
revealed so many hymns depicting their visual concepts
with significant principle. The Vaisvamitramandala of the
Rovedasamhita has fulfilled all the characteristics of the
uniformity and significant features of the Family Books.
This research paper is a general study on the salient features
and the eminence of the third mandala of the
Rgvedasamhita as one of the Family Books. Indeed, using
the simple words from heart would like to highlight only the
distinguish points of the Vaisvamitramandala as one of the
Family Books of the Rgvedasamhita have been explained
here in a very understandable manner.
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