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Abstract

This study analyzed the understanding of Tamil language teachers about the concept of Future Studies (KMD) identified in the
Thirukkuralcouplets in Tamil Primary Schools (SIK(T)). Qualitative interviews were used in this study. Qualitative data was the
interview data collected from six Year 6 Tamil language teachers. All the teachers interviewed had a very good understanding about
the concept of KMD in all the Thirukkuralcouplets used in this study. Therefore, every teacher took the initiative to practice good
teaching strategies to inculcate the concept of KMD in the content of Thirukurralcouplets among the students. It can be concluded
that the Thirukkural couplets in the Tamil Language Syllabus played an important role in helping SJIK(T) Year 6 students to achieve
excellence and happiness in their lives. This is because the Thirukkuralcouplets have various implicit and explicit meanings that

guide the life of every human being towards a good direction.
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Introduction

The literary aspects can produce a person who is
more sensitive to the changes that occur in one’s
life and learn the meaning of life through
experiences he or she goes through in daily lives
(Soleimani, 2020; Madhavan, Basri, MohdAyub,
&Asimiran, 2020). This is true based on the
statement by Kavri (2015) who emphasized that
literature can produce future generations who are
courteous and learn from their life experiences
despite the trials and challenges they face.Based on
the Tamil language syllabus, Thirukkural is one of
the literary works included at the primary school
level as well as at the secondary school level.
Tamil Literature Education is known as Illakiyam.
Students who take Tamil language for
examinations are compulasory to study it and
Tamil language teachers can teach Thirukkural
according to the syllabus provided (RenitaPrera,
2019).The Concept of Future Studies (KMD) is
related to Thirukkural through the couplets in
Thirukkural based on the Tamil Language
Syllabus.  According to the  Curriculum
DevelopmentCenter, Ministry of Education
Malaysia (2002), KMD-based teaching is a
strategy that can be used by teachers in the
learning and facilitation process to train students to
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prepare for the new century (Poongkodi, 2017;
TahimBael, Nachiappan&Pungut, 2021). Through
KMD, students can be prepared to determine the
direction of their lives despite various challenges
they face in their lives
(Shanmugamé&Balakrishnan, 2020).

Therefore, through the Thirukkuralcouplets,
a holistically balanced person in terms of physical,
emotional, spiritual, intellectualand personality,
can be created(Sathiya, 2018). Thus, the KMD
component in the Thirukkuralcouplets in the Tamil
language syllabus needs to be emphasized and
further strengthened its application in the learning
and facilitation process in schools.
Problem Statement
Nowadays, students are less interested in
understanding the Thirukkuralcouplets because in
their perspectives, they feel that Thirukkuralhas no
guarantee in their lives and is not needed within
the scope of their jobs (Gurusamy&Thambu,
2018). Moreover, most schools no longer function
to educate noble personalities and have failed to
provide useful and balanced lessons in terms
ifphysical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual
(MohamadSalleh. J & Abdul Salam, R, 2004).

From the explanation above, it indicates
that many students do not focus on the learning
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process as a medium to form a noble personality;
in fact it becomes a need to focus solely on getting
a job (Jumil&Taisin, 2017; Subahshini, 2018).
Therefore, elements such as the KMD are not
much emphasized in the teaching and learning
process. Thirukkural which is a guide to build
noble personalities among readers also suffers
from the same problem.

In addition, the level of knowledge and
understanding about the concept of KMD through
Thirukkural among teachers who teach Tamil in
schools today still needs to be studied (Kartheges,
P. & Kingston Pal Thamburaj, 2017). An in-depth
understanding of Thirukkural will achieve the
goals of excellence teaching and
learning.Therefore, teachers need to have excellent
goals about the KMD based on the 30 couplets in
the Tamil SJK (T) syllabus. Currently, teachers
only use the guidebooks for KBSR Tamil
Grammar and Seiyul language 2008, produced by
the Curriculum Development Center in teaching
the Thirukkural Couplets in SJK(T).Based on this
study, it is hoped that Thirukkural is used as the
life guidelines so that it will leave a significant
impact on an individual (KarthegesPonniah,
MageswariDeverraju, Sathiyamoorthy B.,
&Gulzhaina K. Kassymova, 2020).This is because
the element of humanity listed in Thirukkural can
realize the desire towards producing the best
human capital(Thambu, N, 2017,
VarathaRaju&Thambu, 2020).

Research Objective

The objective of this study is to investigate the
understanding of Tamil language teachers on the
concept of KMD in the Thirukkural couplets.
There are nine KMD concepts presented to
investigate the level of understanding among
Tamil language teachers about the KMD concept
in the Thirukkural couplets.

Research Design

This study aimed to analyzethe KMD in
Thirukkural couplets in SJK(T) which was
conducted as fieldwork involving the analysis of
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Thirukkuraland interviews. A qualitative approach
was employed to collect data. A qualitative
approach was chosen with the hope to obtain a
clearand more comprehensive understanding of the
KMD analysis in the Thirukkuralcouplets in
SJK(T) in terms of teachers’ understanding. This
allowed the researcher to understand the issues
better in answering the research questions through
the use of interview methods.

Research Instrument

The instrument used in the study was the
interviews conducted among the Tamil language
teachers. The researcher interviewed Year 6 Tamil
language teachers about the Thirukkural couplets
in the KMD component. The researchers
interviewed six Tamil language teachers. The
interviews were conducted to obtain information
about Thirukkural couplets in the Year 6 syllabus.
This enabled the researcher to learn more about
Thirukkural with the support from other writers
and researchers.

Findings and Discussion

In this study, a total of 6 teachers were selected as
the sample for the study. Nine KMD concepts were
presented to analyze the level of understanding
among the Tamil language teachers about the
KMD concept found the Thirukkural couplet.
Understanding the Concept of the Future

Based on the interviews conducted with the six
Tamil language teachers, it revealed that the
teachers clearly understood the components of
understanding the concept of the future. They
stated the characteristic of understanding the
concepts of the future in the Thirukkural couplets.
This indicated that the teachersunderstood the
components of understanding the concept of the
future in the Thirukkural couplets well. For
example, the components of understanding the
concept of the future are displayed in the
Thirukkural couplets as follows:
Akaramuthalaezhuthellamathi
pakavanmutharreulaku.
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Based on the views of the two
respndentsabove on the meaning of the
Thirukkural couplets content, it revealed that they
understood the concept of the future. God is the
guide for the future for every student regardless of
status and standard of living. The deep faith and
placing God as the main pillar of life make human
life more perfect. The teacher's understanding of
the concept of the future in the Thirukkural
couplets can develop the nature in creating a
generation that is obedient to God and always
ready to face any problems and challenges in life.

It can be stated that the understanding of
the concept of the future through the content of
Thirukkuralfirst has become the basis for the
formation of a successful generation in life if they
create a deep and lasting belief and confidence in
God. Being open to the future can also be
developed in students when they understand the
concept of the future well and allow them to face
critical issues with perseverance as well as with
creative and critical thinking.

Overall, the principle of understanding the
concept of the future in the Thirukkural couplets
can be identified by the teachers who have been
interviewed by the researchers. This indicated that
Thirukkural contains a clear understanding
component of the concept of the future. In
addition, all the teachers interviewed understood
well the concept of the future in the Thirukkural
couplets used in this study. Therefore, every
teacher will take the initiative to practice good
teaching strategies to instill an understanding of
the concept of the future through the content of
Thirukurralamong the students.

Collection of Information and Trend Analysis

Based on the interviews conducted with the six
Tamil language teachers, it was revealed that the
teachers understood the components of information
collection and trend analysis clearly. They stated
the aspects of information collection and trend
analysis identified in the Thirukkuralcouplets. This
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evidently reveals that the teachersunderstood the
components of information collection and trend
analysis in the Thirukkural couplets well. For an
example, the information collection and trend
analysis components in the Thirukkural couplet are
displayed follows:

Kanutaiyarenpavarkarrormukaththurairantu
Punutaiyarkallathavar.

According to the views of the two teachers
above about the meaning of the content in the
Thirukkuralcouplets, it revealed that they are
aware about the collection of information and
analysis of current trends. Based on the
Thirukkuralcouplets, complete information in the
field of education plays an important role in the
direction of the future life of the younger
generation. Through the concept of information
collection and analysis of current trends, the
content of the Thirukkural couplets brings changes
in terms of mental and physical in students as a
result of the knowledge learned. Any problems and
challenges of life are difficult to overcome by a
less educated generation. This is because
nowadays, educated people are considered
honorable in society and people who are less
educated are always ignored and this makes it
difficult for them to live their lives.

In addition, it can be stated that the
collection of information and trend analysis
through the content of Thirukkural is the basis for
future generations to equip themselves with
knowledge that is constantly changing over time.
Thus, students are aware of the fact that to
overcome problems faced is by using all the
knowledge they have. The lack of imaginative and
creative thinking among the less educated people
makes their lives always challenging and full of
obstacles that can be seen through their sad faces.
In summary, it can be stated that the principles of

information collection and trend analysis through
7769



PSYCHOLOGY AND EDUCATION (2021) 58(2): 7767-7777

ISSN: 00333077

Thirukkuralcouplets can be adapted and applied by
the teachers who were interviewed by the
researcher. This indicates that Thirukkuralconsists
of components for information collection and trend
analysis. In addition, all the teachers interviewed
understood very well the concept of the future that
is based on the collection and analysis of
information through Thirukkural used in this study.
Therefore, every teacher needs to educate his
students about the content of Thirukkural using
various teaching methods according to current
trends.

Prediction and Analysis

The findings from the interviews conducted with
the six Tamil language teachers revealed that the
teachers understood the components of prediction
and analysis thoroughly. The prediction and
analysis  components  identified in  the
Thirukkuralcouplets as shown below have been
thoroughly studied. This proves that the Tamil
language teachers understood the prediction and
analysis components of Thirukkuralcouplets well.
For example, the components of prediction and
analysis in the Thirukkuralcouplets are stated
below:

Muyarchithiruvinaiaakkummuyatrinmai
Inmaipukuththividum

The meaning of the Thirukkuralcouplets as
shown above is from the responses of two teachers
revealed that they clearly understood the
components of prediction and analysis of the
future. Based on the content of the
Thirukkuralcouplets, the efforts made by a person
will allow a person to exploit his or her livein a
better direction and achieve a high status in
society. In addition, the content of Thirukkural
also reveals about the danger of being a person
labelled as a lazy person who often deceives others
to do a job. This is because every lazy person
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finally gets nothing in the future and is insulted by
the society now and in the future.

Hence, it can be stated that the components
of future prediction and analysis through the
content of
Thirukkuralmuyarchithiruvinaiaakkummuyatrinma
iinmaipukuththividum should be a guideline in
achieving success in the life of each student.
Students can analyze the good and bad aspects that
occur in their lives as well as being useful people
with their hard work. Every thing that is done
should have a transparent and trustworthy aspect to
enable the work done to be fully blessed.

Overall, it can be noted that the principle of
prediction and analysis through the
Thirukkuralcouplets  displayed above is a
component that plays an important role in a
student’s future. This is because every activity
done today, either good or bad, will have an impact
in the future. Thus, the process of analyzingeach
thing done by the current generations is now
important to give happiness and harmony in every
person’s life. Therefore, all the teachers
interviewed understood the future concepts that are
based on the process of predicting and analyzing
through all the Thirukkural used in this study.
Thus, each teacher guides his student about the
content of the Thirukurral using various useful
methodologies.

The Use of Imagination and Creativity

Based on interviews conducted with the six Tamil
language teachers, it revealed that the teachers
understood the components of imagination and
creativity identified in the Thirukkuralcouplets as
stated below. This proves that the teachers
understood well the components of creativity and
imagination in the Thirukkuralcouplets. For an
example, the imagination and creativity
components are stated in the Thirukkuralcouplets
below:
Celvaththulcelvamceviccelamaccelvam

Celvathulellamthalai
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The responses from the interview of the
two teachers about the content of the
Thirukkuralcouplets stated above revealed that
they understood the components of the imagination
and creativity clearly. Based on the content of the
Thirukkuralcouplets, the imagination and creativity
aspect only appears in one's thoughts when she or
he hears something. Everything heard will be
gathered in one's mind and is institutionalised into
a good or poor idea depending on what is heard.
This will drive a person's future in a positive
direction without any problems.

Therefore, it can be stated that the
components of imagination and creativity about
the future through the content of the Thirukkural
are aspects that need to be emphasised in the lives
of the younger generation. The future guided by
the concept of imagination depends on one's ability
to embed new ideas through the creativity and
imagination that they have. Thus, teachers play an
important role to help their students to know their
personalities and self-potentials.

In summary, it can be stated that the
principle of using imagination and creativityin the
Thirukkuralcouplets  displayed above is a
component in preparing students to face the
challenges of life and know the good or bad things
done in the present and future will have an impact
in the future. Therefore, the high level of
imagination through the knowledge immersed
among the current generation is important to
enable them to have great ambitions and take
various efforts to achieve them. In addition, it was
discovered that all the teachers interviewed
understood well the concept of the future which is
based on the process of using imagination and
creativity through all the Thirukkuralcouplets used
in this study. It is the responsibility of every
teacher to guide his students to experience the
good knowledge imparted by anyone.

Social Innovation Process
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Based on the interviews conducted with the
sixTamil language teachers, it was discovered that
the teachers understood the components of social
innovation process identified in the
Thirukkuralcouplets as displayed below. This
proves that the teachers understood well the
components of the social innovation process in the
Thirukkuralcouplets. For an example, the
components of the social innovation process are
featured in the Thirukkural couplets as follows:

Iniyaulavakainnathakural
Kaniyiruppakkaykavantharru

The understanding of the teachers
interviewed related to the components of this
social innovation process is at a high level. This is
evident through the responses of two teachers'
from the interviews about the content of the
Thirukkural coupletsstated above. Based on the
content of the Thirukkural couplets, every
misunderstanding and dispute between
communities begins with a conversation. Thus, the
word that comes out from one's mouth becomes an
important aspect of the social innovation process.
Therefore, one cannot choose to use harsh words
although there are various simple and sweet words
that do not hurt others.

It can be stated that the components of the
social innovation process associated with a
person's future through the content of
Thirukkuralstated above are pearls for a family and
society. This is because the well-being of a
universal life depends on the level of tolerance
indicated by each person in a community. Every
student who is sensitive to others should
emphasize on the speech or words chosen to talk to
someone else. Every teacher and parent should
educate their children to use polite words to be
respected by others.

Overall, it can be said that the process of
social innovation through the Thirukkural

coupletsstated above is an important component
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and plays a role in guiding students’ lives in a
positive direction without any problems that
burden the future generation. Thus, all the teachers
interviewed understood well the concepts of future
based on the components of the social innovation
process through all the Thirukkural used in this
study. Therefore, each student should understand
deeply the content of the Thirukkuralcouplets as
stated above to ensure universal happiness and
well-being.

Scenario-building

According to the interviews conducted with the six
Tamil language teachers, it revealed that the
teachers understood clearly the scenario-building
components identified in the Thirukkuralcouplets
as stated below. This is evident from the similar
responses from the teachers based on the
components of the scenario-building identified in
the Thirukkuralcouplets. For an example, the
component of the scenario-building is displayed
through the Thirukkuralcouplets as follows:

Ketuilvizhuccelvamkalvioruvarku
Matuallamarraiyavai

Through the content of the
Thirukkuralcouplets as identified in the responses
from the interview of the two teachers, it indicated
that they understood the components of the
scenario-building for a person's future clearly and
precisely. Based on the content of the
Thirukkuralcouplets, the scenario-bulding can be
attributed to the knowledge that a person
possesses. The knowledge gained can be applied
by every human being for their future to build a
scenario that allows each individual to achieve a
higher status and become rich in their lives. Thus,
a happy life can be enjoyed when one furthers
studies to a higher level. One will understand the
aspect of scenario-building that carries the
meaning of something done by human beings that
influences one's future.Overall, it can be stated that
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the principle of scenario-building through the
Thirukkuralcouplets stated above is a very
important future component and plays a role in
guiding the lives of students in a good direction.
Thus, through the responses from all the teachers
interviewed, it can be concluded that they
understood well the future concepts that are based
on the components of the scenario-building
through all the Thirukkuralcouplets used in this
study. Therefore, each teacher plays a role to
expose various issues and impacts that will be
experienced, good and bad, related to the future of
the younger generation.

Value and future explanations

The findings from the interviews conducted with
the six Tamil language teachers can be concluded
that they understood the components of value and
future explanation for the future assurances
identified in the Thirukkuralcouplets as stated
below. This is evident from the responsesof the
teachers that were almost identical based on the
components of value and future explanation in the
Thirukkural couplets. For an example, the value
and future explanation components are stated in
the Thirukkuralcouplets as follows:

Nanrimarapathunanranru;
nanrallathu
Anremarappathunanru

Through the content of the
Thirukkuralcouplets as indicated in the responses
of the two teachers, it is evident that they
understood the components of the values and the
future explanation clearly and in detailed. Based on
the content of the Thirukkural couplets, the
explanation of values and the future is an aspect
that is emphasized through all the good deeds of a
human being. Every human being needs to play an
important role in maintaining their dignity and
self-esteem. The value of tolerance between each

person should be given the priority to ensure
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universal happiness. Any reasons cannot be
expected when a person has helped others. This
directly instills good value in everyone and is
honoured.

Therefore, everyone should instil a positive
value in each person as indicated in the content of
the Thirukkural itself. The noble values that each
student possesses are capable of raising their
names despite having weaknesses in terms of
property and others in the future. Among the
examples of positive values are displaying a noble
personality, thinking carefully in taking any action
without being offensive to others, practicing noble
values and others.

Based on the principles of value and future
explanation in the Thirukkural couplets as stated
above, it can be concluded that they are the main
components and help students see life as a
platform to do noble things without any problems.
Therefore, all the teachers interviewed understood
well and deeply the concepts of future that are
based on the components of value and future
explanation in all the Thirukkural used in this
study. In addition, the content of the
Thirukkuralcouplets stated above for the
components of value and future explanantionwill
reduce war and create more peaceful among
humans.

Strategies to overcome anxiety

From the results of the interview conducted with
the six Tamil language teachers, it could be
summarized that they understood clearly the
component on the strategy to overcome concerns
for the future assurance identified in the
Thirukkuralcouplets as listed below. This is
evident from the teachers’responses that were
almost identical based on the components on the
strategy to overcome anxiety that there are in the
Thirukkuralcouplets. For an example, the
component on the strategy to overcome anxiety is
displayed in the Thirukkural couplets as follows:
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Yakavarayinumnakakka;kavakkal
Cokkapparcolizhukkuppattu

Nevertheless, through the content of the
Thirukkural couplet as identified from the
interview responses of the two teachers, it is
evident that they understood the components on
the strategy to overcome anxiety. Based on the
content of the Thirukkuralcouplets, explanations
related to overcome future concerns can be seen in
the way a person communicates. The use of sweet
words can guarantee peace in human life. Every
word utters is a person’s ideas and what is in their
heart. People who fail to control the harsh words
they say will cry in the future. Every student
should use good and polite words to enable them to
be respected by society nowadays and in the
future.

Overall, based on the components on
strategy to overcome anxiety through the
Thirukkural coupletsas stated above, it is evident
that if children are educated with knowledge at
their young age, we are indeed helping our young
people to operate and steer our country in
accordance with positive directions in the future.
Therefore, all the teachers interviewed understood
well and deeply the concept of the future that is
based on the component on the strategy to
overcome anxiety through all the
Thirukkuralcouplets used in this study. In addition,
the content of the Thirukkural couplets listed
above for the component on the strategy to
overcome anxiety will solve the problem critically,
knowledgeably and always actively.

Understanding the dimensions of sustainability
Based on the findings from the interviews
conducted with the six Tamil language teachers, it
can be concluded that they understood in detailed
the component on the understanding about the
sustainability  dimensions identified in the
Thirukkural couplet as shown below. This is

evident in the responses from the teachers that
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were almost identical on the components of
understanding the sustainability dimensions in the
Thirukkuralcouplets. For an example, the
components of understanding the sustainability
dimensions are displayed through the Thirukkural
couplet as follows:

Thupparkkuththuppayathuppakiththupparkkuth
Thuppayathuummazhai

Through the content of the Thirukkural
couplet as evident in the interview responses of the
two teachers proves that they clearly understood
the components of understanding the dimensions
of sustainability. Based on the content of the
Thirukkuralcouplets, the understanding about the
dimensions of sustainability can be seen in the way
a person shows the value of appreciating and
loving the environment. Therefore, the awareness
about the needs to preserve and conserve the
environment to maintain ecosystem balance needs
to be instilled in every student. In addition, the
younger generation needs to know the importance
of protecting the environment from being further
polluted through the sustainability dimension. To
summarize, it can be stated that based on the
components of understanding the sustainability
dimensions through the Thirukkural couplet as
displayed above,it shows that everyone should be
sensitive to each thing around them. Therefore, it
can be confirmed that all the teachers interviewed
understood deeply the future concepts that are
based on the components of understanding the
dimensions of sustainability through all the
Thirukkural used in this study. Thus, the content of
the Thirukkural couplet which is stated above for
the components of understanding the dimensions
of sustainability plays an important role in
brightening the future of each student.

Conclusion

Overall, it can be concluded that the Thirukkural
couplets in Tamil language syllabus play an
important role in helping students of SJIK(T) Year
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6 to achieve excellence and happiness in their
lives. This is because the Thirukkural
coupletshave various implicit and explicit
meanings that guide the life of every human being
in a good direction. There is good understanding of
the Thirukkural couplets among Tamil language
teachers (Kartheges, 2017). It is hoped that this
study will attract the attention and interest of the
relevant parties to instillawareness in them on the
importance of Thirukkuralcoupletsthat have the

KMD components as stated in the Tamil language

syllabus.
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