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ABSTRACT 

In modern era the English has become a second language for the socio-economic growth 

of the countries. Similarly, it is very important to learn the native language in order to 

seek the English as second language. As the study focuses on learning of English by 

Pakistani students at pre-school level, the prime objective of this present study was to 

determine the significance role of Urdu language (L1) in learning of English language 

(L2) at early childhood level. The study was descriptive in its nature. The primary school 

teachers from Multan division were selected as population whereas, 207 (Male= 75, 

Female= 132) participants were administered as sample of this research through simple 

random sampling technique. The data was collected through self-administered 

questionnaire through survey method. The statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) 

was computed to analyze the data according to the proposed questions in this research. 

The findings revealed that that was a significant role of Urdu as a native language in 

learning English as second language. 
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Introduction 

The language is the basic tool to render 

the meaningful information from one to 

other persons (Abbas & Iqbal, 2018). 

Apparently, the societal development 

based on the learning of native language. 

The language can be learned through 

symbols which communicate by the 

gestures (Wikipedia, 2012). This 

definition indicates that when a person 

recognizes some meaningful symbols, 

he/she may be able to speak some 

language. In the same the language is 

defined as a language is a system of 

words and grammar used by a group of 

people, when we write or speak, we are 

using language communication of 

thoughts and feelings through a system 

of arbitrary signals, such as voice, 

sounds, gestures or written symbols 

(Farlex, 2013). Therefore, Language is 

the human capacity for acquiring and 

using complex systems of 

communication and a language is any 

specific example of such a system the 

scientific study of language is called 

linguistics (Meschyan, 2002; Wikipedia, 

2012). In the age of globalization, The 

English language has become a second 

language. Therefore, it is very important 

to learn English in order to seek the 

world knowledge in every field of life 

(news, information technology, 

agriculture, computer, medical, 

engineering and business) and for social 

interaction. It is important as an auxiliary 

language in many parts of the world and 

millions of pounds are involved in 

teaching English as a foreign language 

(Foster, 2016; Lemhöfer, 2008). 
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Subsequently, it cannot be denied from 

the important of Urdu as a native 

language. The 

Urdu language has significance role for 

the development of the humans through 

English as second language. Gillani 

(2004) posited that there is a curtain 

sphere between these two languages 

(Timurie, 1999) it is impossible to learn 

English without command on native 

language. In Pakistan, English has got an 

impressive status. Abbas and Iqbal 

(2018). quoted the words of Botlan 

(2008) and said that Pakistan is the 3
rd

 

largest country of Asia having 8 million 

of population where 11% of the whole 

population uses English language. Now 

in Pakistan, The medium of instruction 

in all sectors is English at primary school 

level even then we are not successful to 

maintain the higher success rate in the 

subject of English because of the squat 

sound bases in Urdu language. 

Apparently, it has realized the 

importance of English as second 

language and mainly focused of it.  In 

this regard, it is important to focus on the 

Urdu as native language in order to get 

command on English as second language 

that can be more effective tool for the 

human development at early stage 

(Mansoor, 2005, bbas, Pervaiz &  

Arshad, 2018). 

 

Literature review 

Language is a substantial instrument that 

plays an important role for the 

achievement  of  education   objectives 

successfully.   Geographically,    the 

English language has been introduced 

early in 17
th

 century and become the 

official language in 1857 during the time 

of subcontinent. Now a day, the English 

has become the compulsory subject at 

early childhood   stage.  Thus,   the 

influence of Urdu language may affect 

the learning of English language. The 

native language renders the acquisition 

advantages.   In    this modern  age 

approximately 1.4 billion native people 

use the English as office language and in 

estimate  1500    million  non-native 

speakers. The most of our languages in 

Pakistan including Urdu, Punjabi & 

Siraiki belong to the Indo-European 

family of languages. English also falls in 

this family. So, they must have some 

common parent language which gave 

birth to other languages. So, keeping in 

view the above discussion, the present 

study is planned (Abbas & Iqbal, 2018). 

In Pakistan, Urdu is a national language 

that provides the foundation for anyone 

to express his/her   ideas to others. 

Certainty, the students learn their mother 

language first that provide understanding 

in order to learn L2. They feel easy to 

translate the sentences from L1 to L2. 

There  are  four     main stages    of 

normal language     acquisition:  The 

babbling stage, the Holophrastic or one- 

word stage, the two-word stage and the 

Telegraphic stage. 
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The role of first Language (Urdu) in 

learning second language (English) 

In Pakistan Urdu is known as first 

Language L1 and English are known as 

second language L2. In Pakistan the 

English is also used to manage the 

classroom as well. So, it cannot be 

denied the importance of Urdu language 

in order to learn English as second 

language. These are four effective 

approaches that provide the equal 

opportunity for learner 

i. Concentration on the meaning 

input-learning through listening 

and reading 

ii. Concentration on the meaning 

output-learning through speaking 

and writing 

iii. Concentration on the features of 

the language 

iv. Concentration on the fluency of 

all four skills during working 

hours 

Role of L1 in Learning L2 

Many researches have shown that the 

first (Urdu) Language of kids can play a 

useful role in some of these above- 

mentioned elements (Farlex, 2013; Guo, 

2005). Children have little opportunity to 

meet and use the L2 outside the 

classroom, it is very important that L2 

use is maximized in the classroom. The 

L2 is mostly used for the classroom 

management. The teachers used this 

language to give the various instructions 

to the students during lecture that need 

minimum interaction from the students 

to learn L2 through meanings and 

frequency by their observation. There is 

a great chance for the students to learn 

by the discussion and small discussion 

with other class fellows. 

L1 and understanding of Meaning L2 

Rabinovich et al (2018) stated that it 

needs to be evaluated the effectiveness  

of instructions given to the students in 

L1 and L2. That is, they had the 

opportunity to fully understand the 

content of the task through the medium 

of their L1, before they performed the 

written task in L2. In classroom the 

students are fully involved in all the 

activities therefore it is the best source to 

learn the L2 with the understanding of 

L1. 

L1 and fluency development 

It is important to participate the students 

in all activities and give the tasks based 

on the small topics. It provides the 

encouragement and help to get the 

fluency in the pronunciation of the 

different words of L1 with L2 such as; to 

see a useful story or pictures. 

Relationship L1 and L2 

The previous studies suggested, although 

native language provides the little bit 

path to understand the contents and 

meaning of the L2 during the classroom 

activities but it is necessary to learn L2 

with the help of L1 through activity 

based learning. 
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Research Questions 

1. Is there significance role of 

Urdu Language in  learning 

of English as a second 

language at pre-school level? 

2.  Are the grammar, accent and 

intonation of the Urdu language 

having any impact on the learning of 

English language? 

3. Is there any significance difference 

between male and female regarding 

the role of Urdu Language in 

learning of English as a second 

language 

 

Research Methodology 

The study based on quantitative research 

design. The population of this research 

was primary school teachers from 

Multan division whereas, 207 (Male=  

75, Female= 132) participants were 

administered as sample of this research 

through simple random sampling 

 
technique. The data was collected 

through self-administered questionnaire 

through survey method. There were 

developed two sections of the scale; 

section I, comprised 16 restricted 

response items on the basis of 5-points 

(1. SDA to 5. SA) Likert-rating scale and 

in section II, items were developed and 

analyzed on 4-point rating scale (1. 

Always, 2. Often, 3. Sometime, 4. 

Never). Ethically, it was briefly 

discussed the purpose of the study with 

participants and ensured the collected 

data will be kept confidential and purely 

used for the academic purpose. The 

statistical Package for Social Science 

(SPSS) was computed to analyze the  

data according to the raised questions in 

this research with various techniques 

such as; Standard Deviation, Arithmetic 

Mean and CR (Z) test. 

Table 1: Descriptive Analysis 
Statements SA 

% 

A 

% 

UD 

% 

DA 

% 

SDA 

% 

Mean 

S1 54 36 4 6 0 4.38 

S2 28 58 8 4 2 4.07 

S3 29 44 20 6 1 3.95 

S4 18 23 24 31 4 3.18 

S5 21 46 13 12 8 3.58 

S6 23 36 28 8 5 3.63 

S7 11 19 13 28 29 3.46 

S8 21 48 16 10 5 2.34 

S9 9 38 19 23 11 2.28 

S10 41 37 13 5 4 3.92 

S11 19 17 16 29 19 3.30 

S12 19 31 21 19 10 3.20 

S13 39 47 9 3 2 4.09 

S14 46 30 11 6 7 4.12 

S15 38 40 10 8 4 3.87 

S16 11 17 17 37 18 3.62 

Table 1 shows the mean and percentage wise analysis of teachers’ responses regarding 

finding out the impact of Urdu language in the learning of English language at pre-school 

level. 

Table 2. Gender Comparison 

Categories N Mean SD C.R(Z) 

Male 75 54 5.63 
1.27 

Female 132 58 5.14 

It was determined that there was significant difference in mean score which show the 

slight better response of female teachers. 
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Table 3. Area wise comp ariso n 
    

Areas Level  A O S N  

Pronunciation F  113 33 24 37  

 %age  55% 16% 12% 18%  

Intonation F 
 

17 89 79 22 
 

 %age  8% 43% 38% 11%  

Fluency F 
 

30 40 70 67 
 

 %age  14% 19% 34% 32%  

Concept formation F 
 

20 109 51 27 
 

 %age  10% 53% 25% 13%  

Writing F 
 

20 49 111 27 
 

 %age  % % % %  

Reading F 
 

22 84 70 31 
 

 %age  11% 41% 34% 15%  

Comprehension F 
 

30 39 90 48 
 

 %age  % % % %  

Correct usage of language F 
 

47 72 68 20 
 

 %age  % % % %  

Grammatical expression F 
 

23 20 107 57 
 

 %age  11% 10% 52% 28%  

Pronunciation F 3  30 51 123  

 %age  1% 14% 25% 59%  

Table 4. Percentage wise analysis 
Descriptions A 

% 

O 

% 

S 

% 

N 

% 

Pronunciation 56 14 13 17 

Intonation 11 41 39 9 

Fluency 15 30 35 10 

Concept formation 13 36 20 31 

Writing 11 23 53 13 

Reading 10 42 37 11 

Comprehension 13 20 44 23 

Correct usage of language 24 34 34 8 

Grammatical expression 12 8 53 27 

Understanding Culture 3 13 24 60 

It found that the dimensions 

pronunciation, concept formation, 

comprehension and correct use of 

language are the best tool in learning the 

language. 

 

Conclusions and Discussion 

The statement wise analysis shows the 

higher level of positive responses of 

respondent teachers regarding significant 

role of Urdu language in learning of 

English language at pre- school level. 

However, it was also observed that in 

some areas, Urdu provide development 

in learning of English like accent, 

intonation and pronunciation etc. 

majority of the respondent teachers were 

agreed. 

The previous studies have suggested that 

it is necessary to learn the native 
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language that helps to better 

understanding in learning of second 

language at early childhood level. There 

should be trained teacher who teach the 

class with both medium of instructions. 

The further studies must be conducted 

with other tool and dimensions that 

develop the English language (L2) at 

early childhood level. Moreover, further 

studies should be conducted in other 

regions of the country in order to 

investigate the role of native language to 

learn the second language. 
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